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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Seaham  Urban  District  for  the 
year  1964. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  department  is  described  in  the 
various  sections.  That  relating  to  the  activities  of  the  inspectorial 
staff  has  been  compiled  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector.  Con¬ 
tributions  from  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  are  included. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Under  this  heading  figures  or  rates  are  given  to  allow  compari¬ 
son  to  be  made  between  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district 
over  recent  years  and  the  health  of  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Birth  Rate 

A  total  of  461  live  births  were  recorded  during  the  year  giving 
a  birth  rate  of  18.09  per  thousand  of  the  population,  which  is  frac¬ 
tionally  below  that  of  England  and  Wales.  The  figure  of  births  and 
deaths  as  shown  in  the  report  on  Page  1 1  is  corrected  by  the  Regis¬ 
trar  General’s  figures  of  0.99  and  1.29  respectively.  I  would  suggest 
to  the  Council  that  this  correction  can,  to  some  extent,  be  disre¬ 
garded  in  view  of  the  migration  of  the  younger  element  from  the 
area  as  shown  by  the  steadily  declining  population. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  rate  of  15.1  per  thousand  live  births  is  easily  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  district  and  compares  very  favourably  with  that 
of  the  national  rate  of  20.0. 

There  were  seven  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  and  of  these 
five  occurred  within  the  first  week  of  life.  In  three  of  these  cases 
prematurity  was  given  as  the  primary  cause  of  death. 

General  Death  Rate 

The  general  death  rate  of  9.97  of  the  estimated  population  has 
declined  from  the  figure  of  12.44  for  the  year  1963.  The  national 
average  is  1 1.3. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Perusal  of  the  table  giving  the  chief  causes  of  death  will  show 
that  cardio  vascular  disease  heads  the  list  with  128  deaths,  rep¬ 
resenting  a  fraction  over  50%  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  district. 
Cancer  is  in  second  place  with  46  deaths,  of  which  seven  were 
located  in  the  lung  or  bronchus — an  increase  of  four  over  1963. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  of  certain  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  in  Tables  on 
page  10.  The  year  has  been  quiet  generally  and  no  cases  of  dysen¬ 
tery  or  food  poisoning  were  notified.  273  cases  of  measles  occurred 
compared  with  694  in  1963. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  statistics  for  this  disease  are  shown  on  Page  14  and  par¬ 
ticulars  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  under  the  heading  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation.  The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  Sea- 
ham  is  now  fractionally  below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  testing  is  undertaken  by  the  Director  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland  and  a  good  liaison  is  main¬ 
tained  between  the  General  Practitioners  and  this  department  in  the 
investigation  of  suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery. 
Samples  of  ice-cream,  milk  and  occasionally  of  other  edible  pro¬ 
ducts  have  been  submitted  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Much  of  interest  will  be  found  in  this  section  which  has  been 
compiled  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  with  a  contribution 
by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

No  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  designating  a  smokeless  zone 
in  the  town. 

Staff 

There  were  no  changes  of  staff  during  the  year. 

Conclusion 

A  study  of  the  vital  statistics  will  show  that  the  general  health 
of  the  population  is  of  a  higher  standard  than  ever  before.  A  high 
birth  rate,  a  record  low  infant  mortality  rate  and  a  low  death  rate 
should  point  to  a  thriving  community. 

Despite  the  increase  of  births  over  deaths,  however,  the  popula¬ 
tion  continues  to  decline,  due  no  doubt  to  a  drift  to  other  areas 
of  those  unable  to  find  suitable  work  in  Seaham  and  others  seeking 
alternative  employment  to  coal  mining. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  efforts  at  present  being  made  by  the  Council 
to  attract  light  industry  to  the  area  will  prove  successful. 

Finally,  may  I  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  and 
officials  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support  and  my  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  and 
willing  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  —  2,469. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid- 1964  — 
25,470 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1964)  according  to  the  Rate 
Books — 7,989. 

Rateable  Value — £547,521. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £2,100. 


SECTION  SI 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

.  445 

228 

Ill 

Illegitimate 

16 

11 

5 

Total 

.  461 

239 

222 

Birth  Rates — - 
Legitimate  . 

17.47  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Illegitimate  . 

0.62 

99 

99 

Total 

...  18.09 

99 

99 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

.  9 

4 

5 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— “ 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

.  9 

4 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate- 

-19.14  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

DEATHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

254 

150 

104 

Death  Rate — 

9.97  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths.  live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  0  NIL. 


7 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  7  4  3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate— 15.1  per  1,000  live  births 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Total  Male  Female. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  ...  5  3  2 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate — 10.84  per  1,000  live  births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS 


Age  Sex  Cause 


2  hours 

M 

Prematurity. 

3  hours 

F 

Pulmonary  Syndrome. 

12  hours 

M 

Anencephalic. 

1  day 

F 

Broncho  pneumonia,  Prematurity. 

1  day 

M 

Atelectasis,  Prematurity. 

1  month 

F 

Asphyxia  following  inhalation  of  regurgitated 

stomach  contents. 

3  months 

M 

Acute  Broncho  Pneumonia. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  15.73  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants— NIL  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 


The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1964  were  : 


Cardio-Vascular  Diseases  ...  ...  128 

Cancer  .  46 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  18 

Bronchitis  .  ...  15 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  13 

Accidental  Deaths  (inc.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents)  ...  12 


DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 


Age  (years) 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  and  over 
TOTALS 


Male  Female 


2 

3 

1 

1 
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CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,00©  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1964 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

DURING  1964 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

SEX 

Total  All  Ages 

Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  1  year 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

M 

2 

F 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

M 

4 

- - 

— 

■  ---  •••••••  -----  - 

F 

5 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

M 

F 

8 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

M 

_ 

_ 

_ 

F 

3 

■ — 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

F 

4 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

M 

18 

— 

— 

Neoplasms 

F 

4 

— 

— 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

Diabetes  . 

M 

F 

3 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Nervous  System 

M 

16 

— 

— 

F 

13 

— 

— 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

M 

38 

— 

— 

F 

19 

— 

— 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  . 

M 

3 

— 

— 

F 

3 

— 

— 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

M 

14 

— 

— 

F 

17 

— 

— 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

M 

3 

— 

— 

F 

2 

— 

— 

Influenza  . 

M 

F 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

M 

7 

1 

F 

6 

— 

Bronchitis  . 

M 

12 

_ 

. _ 

F 

3 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

F 

4 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .  . 

M 

1 

_ 

_ 

F 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  . 

M 

— 

— 

— 

F 

3 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

M 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

M 

1 

1 

— 

F 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

M 

9 

1 

— 

F 

9 

1 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

M 

2 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

M 

4 

— 

— 

F 

5 

— 

1 

Suicide  . 

M 

1 

- - 

— 

F 

— 

— 

TOTAL— ALL  CAUSES  . 

M 

150 

3 

1 

F 

104 

2 

1 

GRAND  TOTAL  . 

254 

5 

2 
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—  —  1 


—  1 

—  1 


1  2 

—  1 

1  1 
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1 


1  — 
1 


1  — 

1  2 


2 

1 


—  1—2 


2  — 
—  1 


2 

1 


—  10 

1  1 


11  35 

9  15 


VD 


1 

2 


5 

1 

1 

1 


5 

4 

14 

5 
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4 

1 

1 


3 

2 

5 

1 


48 

31 


1  11  20  50  79 


i-i 

<D 

> 

o 

T3 

C3 

o3 

lo 

t- 


1 

2 


2 

4 


1  — 


7 

7 

7 

11 

3 

1 

6 

11 


2 

4 

4 

1 


1  — 


2 

1 


38 

42 


80 
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Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1964 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Numbers 
originally 
notified. 
Total  (all  ages) 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

5 

63 

273 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

6 

18 

1-2  years 

— 

4 

33 

2-3  years 

- — 

10 

36 

3-4  years 

— 

8 

35 

4-5  years 

1 

5 

40 

5-9  years 

4 

25 

109 

10-14  years 

— 

4 

— 

15-24  years 

— ■ 

1 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

2 

Total  (°n 

5 

63 

273 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1964  : — 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-4  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  „  ... 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „  ... 

—  - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  „  ... 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  „  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-44  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-54  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-64  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

' 

Totals 

2 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  III 


DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  &  TETANUS 

IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1964 

1  to  4 

1960-63 

5  to  14 
1950-59 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

123 

244 

592 

959 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

99 

717 

816 

WHOOPING  COUGH  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1964 

1  to  4 

1960-63 

5  to  14 

1950-59 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

123 

233 

21 

377 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

92 

30 

122 

TETANUS  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Ages  at  Date  of 
Immunisation 

Under 

1 

1964 

1  to  4 
1960-63 

5-14 

1950-59 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

123 

245 

606 

974 

Reinforcing 

Injections  . 

— 

96 

146 

242 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1964 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Ages  at  Date  of 

Under 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

Total 

Vaccination 

1 

over 

Vaccinated  . . 

162 

69 

11 

— 

7 

249 

Re-vaccinated  ....... 

— 

— 

19 

19 

B.C.G.  V  A  CONATION-— School  Scheme,  1964 


Total  Skin 

Positive 

Negative  Reactors 

No.  absent  at  time 

Tested 

Reactors 

Given  B.C.G. 

of  reading 

584 

62 

492 

30 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1964 

(a)  SALK 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  2  injections  of  Salk 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born  in 
year  : — 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1943- 

1960 

1933-42 

Others 

Total 

4 

12 

33 

26 

25 

9 

8 

117 

In  addition  39  persons  received  a  3rd  injection  of  Salk  vaccine 
and  7  persons  received  a  4th  injection. 


(b)  ORAL 

Those  persons  given  a  primary  course  of  3  doses  of  oral 
vaccine  : — 


Persons  born 
in  year: — 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1943-60 

1933-42 

Others 

Total 

172  | 

1,138 

345 

135 

382 

216 

113 

2,501 

In  addition  96  persons  received  a  3rd  dose  of  oral  vaccine 
following  2  injections  of  salk,  and  1,007  persons  received  a  4th  dose 
of  oral  vaccine  following  3  injections  of  Salk,  or  3  doses  of  oral 
vaccine. 
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SECTION  IV 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

Only  one  area  was  represented  for  slum  clearance  during  the 
year.  This  was  the  Viceroy  Street  Clearance  Area  which  included 
the  remaining  eight  houses  in  Viceroy  Street,  seven  in  Herbert 
Terrace  and  four  in  Adolphus  Street  West.  In  addition  seven  houses 
were  the  subject  of  closing  orders  and  two  of  demolition  orders. 
Twenty-one  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  houses  repaired  by  procedure  under  the  Housing 


or  Public  Health  Acts  was  as  follows  : — 

As  a  result  of  informal  action .  12 

By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  action  .  5 

By  the  Council  in  default  .  2 

19 


The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  was: — 


By  the  Council  .  68 

Private  Houses  .  90 


158 


Improvement  Grants,  Housing  Acts,  1949/59 

No.  of  Separate 
Houses 

Discre¬ 
tionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 


Applications  submitted  to  L.A .  48  2 

Applications  rejected  by  L.A .  1 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 

since  inception  of  scheme  .  619  113 

Total  number  of  grants  paid  since  incep¬ 
tion  of  scheme  .  568  109 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

(1)  There  was  little  change  in  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
urban  district,  details  of  which  at  the  end  of  1964  were  as  follows  : 


General  Dealers  .  76 

Butchers  .  18 

Bakers  .  12 

Confectioners  .  18 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  .  10 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  11 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . 1 

Canteens,  Industrial  .  5 

School  Meals  Kitchens  . 3 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  4 

Chemists  .  7 


TOTAL:  165 

The  number  of  food  premises  inspected  was  288. 

(2)  Mobile  Shops 

These  have  now  become  an  additional  part  of  an  established 
food  business  and  a  number  of  firms  in  the  urban  district  have 
one  or  more  mobile  shops  traversing  the  area,  mainly  the  housing 
estates  where  shops  are  not  within  easy  reach.  Reference  has 
already  been  made  in  previous  reports  that  it  is  a  matter  for  regret 
that  these  vehicles  do  not  have  to  comply  with  the  same  standard 
of  hygiene  required  by  the  regulations  for  fixed  premises. 

(3)  Registered  Premises 

Under  the  provisions  of  sections  16  to  18  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  premises  in  which  certain  foods  are  manufactured, 
stored  or  sold  namely:  ice-cream,  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  must  be  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

The  number  of  registrations  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  seventy 
and  these  comprised  : 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and 


sale  of  ice-cream  .  3 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  .  50 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages, 
etc  .  17 


TOTAL  70 
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(4)  Food  Sampling— Ice-Cream 


The  routine  sampling  of  ice-cream  produced  by  local  manu¬ 
facturers  and  firms  of  national  repute  continued  throughout  the 
year,  the  number  of  samples  obtained  being  113.  These  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Sunderland  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  the  reports  were  as  follows  : 


Provisional  Grading 

1 

2 

3 

4 


No.  of  Samples 

84 

15 

9 

5 


All  grade  4  samples  were  obtained  from  local  manufacturers. 


Cafes,  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Northlea  Grammar  Technical  School 
in  July  the  number  of  school  meals  kitchens  increased  from  two 
to  three.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  works  canteens, 
which  remains  at  five,  nor  in  the  cafes  and  snack  bars  in  the  Har¬ 
bour  area  which  remains  at  four. 

All  of  these  premises  are  operated  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
manner. 


Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  shops  trading  in  this  com¬ 
modity.  The  eleven  shops  in  the  Urban  District  appear  to  ade¬ 
quately  cater  for  the  trade,  in  addition  to  which,  a  cafe  referred  to 
above  also  retails  fish  and  chips  as  main  meals. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  coming  into  force  of  this  important  Act  during  the  year 
placed  additional  work  on  the  department  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  particular.  Prior  to  the  registration  period  (May  to 
July)  becoming  operative,  a  survey  of  the  district  was  carried  out 
to  ascertain  the  premises  to  which  the  Act  may  apply,  and  this 
was  later  followed  up  by  the  distribution  of  forms  O.S.R.l.  At  the 
end  of  the  registration  period  140  premises  had  been  registered 
rising  to  184  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  number  of  general  inspections  carried  out  and  an  analysis  of 
contraventions  found  during  the  course  of  the  general  inspections 
are  as  follows  : 


CLASS  OF  PREMISES 

Number 
of  premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number 
of  registered 
premises  re¬ 
ceiving  a 
general  inspec¬ 
tion  during 
the  year 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Offices  . . . 

30 

30 

9 

Retail  Shops  . 

131 

130 

44 

Wholesale  shops. 

Warehouses  . . . 

3 

3 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  ... 

21 

21 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

185 

184 

53 

ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Contraventions  in  respect  of  :  Found 

Sec.  4 — Cleanliness  .  4 

Sec.  5 — Overcrowding  . 2 

Sec.  6 — Temperature  . 19 

Sec.  7 — Ventilation  .  18 

Sec.  8 — Lighting  . .  13 

Sec.  9 — Sanitary  Conveniences  .  11 

Sec.  10 — Washing  facilities  .  14 

Sec.  11 — Supply  of  drinking  water  . 

Sec.  12 — Accommodation  for  clothing  .  3 

Sec.  13 — Facilities  . . .  6 

Sec.  14 — Seats  for  sedentary  workers  .  3 

Sec.  15 — Eating  facilities  .  5 

Sec.  16 — Floors,  passages,  stairs  .  10 

Sec.  17 — Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of  machinery  .  2 


Sec.  18 — Protection  of  young  persons  from  dangerous 

machinery  . 

Sec.  19— Training  of  persons  working  at  dangerous 

machinery  .  — 

Sec.  23 — Prohibition  of  heavy  work  . 

Sec.  24 — First  Aid  General  Provisions  . . IT 

TOTAL  . . .  121 

29  informal  notices  were  sent  in  respect  of  these  contraventions. 

No  applications  for  exemption  in  respect  of  the  four  matters 
which  the  Act  allows  namely  space,  temperature,  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  and  running  water  were  received  during  the  five  months 
the  Act  was  operative. 

Two  accidents  in  retail  shops  were  notified  but  as  these  were  of 
a  minor  character  no  action  was  considered  necessary. 
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Water 


The  Urban  District  is  most  adequately  served,  the  water 
throughout  the  area  being  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company.  All  houses  have  a  direct  piped  supply, 
but  there  are  still  some  houses — mainly  in  the  harbour  area,  and 
occupied  by  more  than  one  tenant — in  which  the  supply  is  a  stand¬ 
pipe  in  the  yard  used  in  common  by  ail  occupants. 

The  water  is  hard,  but  it  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity.  Samples  are  regularly  taken  by  the  Company  and  the 
Health  Department  and  both  bacteriological  and  chemical  examin¬ 
ations  have  been  satisfactory. 


Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths,  the  facilities  available  for 
this  form  of  recreation  being  provided  by  the  Seaham  Harbour 
Swimming  Club  and  Dawdon  Colliery.  These  facilities  were  further 
extended  during  the  year  by  the  opening  of  the  Grammar  Technical 
School  at  Northlea  in  which  a  swimming  bath  is  incorporated  in 
the  school  building. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

There  are  two  main  streams  in  the  area,  which  flow  through 
Dawdon  Dene  and  Seaham  respectively,  before  finally  discharging 
into  the  sea.  They  appear  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition,  though  it  is  possible  that  some  pollution  will  arise  due  to 
unsewered  premises  which  discharge  their  effluent  into  these 
streams. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  Council  have  not  made  any  firm  resolutions  to  implement 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  Smoke  Control  Areas.  Refe¬ 
rence  was  made  in  the  last  Annual  Report  concerning  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  coal-fired  engines  to  oil-burning  by  the  Seaham  Harbour 
Dock  Company,  two  engines  have  been  so  converted  during  the 
year. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  service  deals  with  the  destruction  of  household  pests  and 
disinfestation  of  rooms.  Complaints  and  requests  for  this  service 
dealt  with  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Cockroaches...  116  Clover  Mite  ...  22  Earwigs  .  17 

Wasps  .  1  Fumigations  ...  20 
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Rodent  Control 


Surface  Infestations — The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the 
Annual  Report  on  Rodent  Control  which  is  submitted  separately 
by  the  department  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Complaints  received — 

Rats 

Mice 

Total 

Dwelling  Houses  . 

80 

111 

191 

Business  Premises  . 

37 

24 

61 

Council  Properties  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  . 

119 

135 

254 

Properties  inspected  additional  to  above 
i.e.  in  course  of  survey  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  . . . 

16 

4 

20 

Business  Premises  . 

— 

— 

— 

Council  Properties  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

16 

4 

20 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out,  including  re-inspec¬ 
tions  was  653. 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments 

Repeating  the  procedure  which  has  been  followed  in  previous 
years  two  treatments  of  baiting  in  the  Council’s  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

In  the  first  treatment  141  manholes  were  baited  but  only  four 
partial  takes  were  recorded.  The  second  treatment  was  carried  out 
later  in  the  year  and  of  the  39  manholes  baited  three  complete  and 
five  partial  takes  were  recorded. 

During  the  course  of  an  interview  with  the  Ministry’s  Technical 
Officer  in  December  it  was  agreed  that  manholes  which  were  prone 
to  infestation  should  be  given  treatment  at  three  monthly  intervals. 


Factories 

The  number  of  factories  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
54,  comprising  47  powered  factories  and  7  non-powered  factories. 
7  factories  on  sites  of  building  operations  in  Seaham  were  notified 
by  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  Details  of  inspections,  etc.,  are 
given  in  a  table  near  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Cinemas  and  Halls 

The  decline  of  cinema-going  due  mainly  to  television  has  left 
the  urban  district  with  only  one  cinema  regularly  exhibiting  films. 
Three  former  cinemas  are  now  used  for  other  purposes.  No  com¬ 
plaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  pet  shop  only  is  licenced  under  this  Act  and  this  appears 
to  be  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  There  was  however  a 
change  of  occupier  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


Common  Lodging  Mooses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


SECTION  V 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collec¬ 
tion,  is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year  11,462  tons,  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  121  tons,  7 
cwts.  of  waste  paper;  and  1 1  tons,  newsprint. 

Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year  7,387  gullies  were  cleansed  and  flushed 
on  U.D.C.  highways  and  4,040  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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SECTION  VI 


SEAHAM  RIPARIAN  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


The  amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year  was 
as  follows : — 


Nett 


Foreign  Ports 
Home  Ports  . 
TOTAL  . 


Number 

Register 

Tonnage 

12 

6,854 

994 

651,158 

1,006 

658,012 

The  principal  imports  continue  to  be  timber,  and  the  principal 
exports  coal,  spent-oxide,  moulding  sand  and  agricultural  lime¬ 
stone.  No  passengers  were  carried  on  ships  entering  the  port  during 
the  year,  and  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 

Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Occupiers 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork) 
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